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quite uniform, only one species bores into plants, and only a few
are truly aquatic. The maj ority either burrow or lead free lives
on the surface of the ground. The various natural enemies will
be more conveniently dealt with under the separate families.
Of the older authorities on the group, Brunner von
Wattenwyl, Saussure, and Redtenbacker may be consulted
when necessary. The principal modern publications may be
looked for under the following names and dates : Tumpel
(1901), Kirby's Catalogue (1904), Schwabe (1906), Caudell
(1907), Ruthven (1911), Caudell (1911).. Caudell (1916 and
1917), Lucas, British Orthoptera (1920). Bolivar is the present
European authority whose works should be consulted.
Lucas gives thirty-one species as indigenous to Britain, eight
naturalized aliens, and a number of casual visitors. On the
whole this country is not very well provided with members
of the order. There are some five hundred species in Europe,
and the world species probably number ten thousand.
The economic importance of the group is centred in the
family Acridiidce which contains all the locusts which have been
recorded as serious plagues since the dawn of history. Other
families have some importance, but it is overshadowed by the
devastating powers of locust swarms.
The order was divided into two groups, the Cursoria with
four families, and the Saltatoria with three. The families
which were classed among the Cursoria are very distinctly
divided one from another, while in the Saltatoria they are much
more closely allied; indeed it is extremely difficult to place
some species definitely in one family or the other, and this
group will no doubt be split up into a greater number of families
when it has been studied more.
We have adopted the classification, whereby Forficulidce,
Arixenidce, and Hemimeridce may be a separate order, and
also the inclusion of Grylloblattidce nullifies the distinction
of Cursoria and Saltatoria ; nature unfortunately works in
degrees and not in clean-cut divisions, so we adopt the system
of seven families, not divided into two groups. It is with
reluctance that we place Hemimerus with Dermaptera; it is
probably linked to Blattidce; but no mechanical system
dealing with groups in sequence can adequately express the
relationships of evolved forms: the student may remember